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LITERARY NOTICES. 

I. Congress of Nations. Doings of the Legislature of Massachusetts 

on the subject, during the sessions of 1837 and 1838. 

The project for a Congress of Nations was brought last winter before the 
Legislature of Maine, with a result prospectively favorable to the object. The 
same subject has been, for several years in succession, before our own Legis- 
lature; and every committee upon it has made an able report, and proposed 
resolves in furtherance of the scheme; but no action was taken or tried, until 
the last session, when the strong resolves, herewith published, were passed, 
unanimously in the House, and with only two dissenting votes in the Senate; 
a very decided expression of public opinion in favor of the measure. 

We can quote only a small part of the lucid and eloquent reasoning of the 
joint committees. The following statement will give some idea of what has 
already been done on this subject: 

" It appears, from well authenticated facts, and many printed and written 
documents, presented by the memorialists to the Committee, that there has 
been a very wide and full expression of sentiment from all classes of the com- 
munity, without distinction of party, sect or profession, in favor of the meas- 
ures now in contemplation in reference to a Congress or Court of Nations, for 
the amicable adjustment of international disputes. Among those who have 
given their signatures in favor of the proposition, your Committee find the 
names of a great number of individuals of the highest rank in regard to social, 
intellectual, moral, political, and religious attainment. Among them are some 
of those who have filled the highest executive and judicial offices of this Com- 
monwealth and of other States; many of the most eminent of our counsellors 
and statesmen; the clergy, the most intelligent merchants, manufacturers, me- 
chanics, and farmers; also masters of vessels appear to have come forward 
in bodies to enrol their names in favor of this cause. In our colleges, acade- 
mies, and public and private schools, its reception appears to have been equally 
favorable; presidents, professors, tutors, instructers, and the students of the 
higher classes uniting in its support; in furtherance of which, it appears, peace 
societies have recently been formed by the associated instructers and students 
at many of our colleges and literary institutions; and orations and other exer- 
cises on this topic have been assigned at commencement, and on other occa- 
sions; and, in some cases, prizes are statedly assigned, and medals are award- 
ed for the best dissertations and poems on the subject of peace, and of arbitra- 
tion as a substitute for an appeal to arms. Very many and strongly expressed 
resolves have been passed with perfect unanimity in a number of ecclesiastical 
and lay conventions, associations, conferences, and other meetings. Indeed, 
so very favorably has this cause been received by the community at large, it 
appears there are about a thousand clergymen in the New England, Middle, 
Western and Southern States, who have given their names, pledging themselves 
to preach at least one sermon every year on this subject; and it is introduced 
in lyceum lectures and discussions, and made an object of attention in Bible 
classes, and in the course of instruction in Sabbath schools. Many of the 
most popular and talented authors have proffered their services in the promo- 
tion of this cause; and Sabbath school books, and books for other schools and 
academies, and some works of a still higher class, having reference to its pro- 
motion, have been published, as is shown by the memorialists, not only in 
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several of the New England States, but also at the South, in London, Switzer- 
land, and elsewhere. It appears, further, from facts and documents presented 
to your Committee by the memorialists, an extensive correspondence on this 
subject has been carried on, for some time past, between societies and individ- 
uals in various parts of the United States, Great Britain, France, Switzerland, 
Prussia, Holland, some of the German States, and elsewhere; meetings have 
been held, societies formed, addresses made, and resolves adopted; from 
which there appears to be a very wide-spread and prevailing sentiment in 
faver of a general cooperation for the attainment of the great and all-important 
design of substituting arbitration instead of arms, as a last resort, for the de- 
cision of international disputes. Several of the courts of Europe have been 
addressed on the subject of peace by the Count de Sellon. 

" Not that the memorials referred to this Committee contemplate the total 
discharge of your navy, the entire dismantling of your forts, the immediate 
disbanding of your regular troops, or the disorganizing of your militia. The 
sword of justice must be uplifted still. The armed police of nations must 
remain on the alert. The court-room does not supersede the necessity of the 
watch-house. Yet the trial by jury has superseded, and may well supplant 
the trial by combat; and arbitration, or a Court of Nations, may be made the 
final resort, instead of an appeal to arms. 

" The Committee deem the subject to which their attention has been called, 
to be one of the highest importance to the welfare of our republican institu- 
tions, if it be not essential to their perpetuity, or even their very existence. 
It will not be thought necessary, for them, here to show the ground of this 
belief. Nor are the benefits to be derived from the contemplated measure, to 
be regarded in a political point of view merely, neither are they restricted to 
this country alone. The object of the proposition in view, is coextensive with 
the existence of our race. It pertains to man, not exclusively in his social and 
political intercourse, but in his universal relation, as a rational and accountable 
being. The Committee consider this cause, as involving the condition of pri- 
vate character, the improvement of public morals, the advancement of civiliza- 
tion, the refinement of social intercourse, the cultivation of the arts, the exten- 
sion of the sciences, the enlargement of liberty, the security of freedom, the 
firm establishment of constitutional government, the more general diffusion of 
the Christian faith, and the highest welfare of the human race. 

" Just in proportion as man advances in civilization, in the cultivation of his 
moral and spiritual nature, — persuasion and argument take the place of the 
scourge and the rod, the trial by jury is substituted for the trial by battle, and 
the arbitration of friends is preferred for the settlement of a controversy, to the 
chance of personal rencounter. And why are we to stop midway in this ca- 
reer? Why not settle differences between communities, as between individu- 
als, by moral mean3? Why not go on to more perfect civilization, to a fuller 
development of our spiritual and immortal faculties, till in all questions of 
difference, they shall be permitted to sit in the seat of judgment, and the sound 
of war shall no longer be heard among the nations? A long period of compar- 
ative peace has now prevailed in the civilized world, and with each successive 
year of its continuance, we believe there will be found an increasing unwilling- 
ness to resort to the strife of battle among the people who have so long been 
exempted from its scourge. And now is the time, as we believe, to propose, 
with the greatest prospect of success, the measure contemplated in the order 
referred to this Committee. 

" The proposition is not to be regarded as the introduction of a new idea, 
but the extension only of a principle which is already, to a limited degree, in 
successful operation in every civilized community. Laws are enacted, and 
courts of justice are appointed for the settlement of disputes between individu- 
als, towns, counties, and states, and the rightfulness of their cognizance and 
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jurisdiction is universally acknowledged. Why not, then, extend the same 
principle so as to embrace within its operation nations also? With an enlight- 
ened public opinion, and a wise, discreet and humane government, the latter 
result is no less attainable than the former. The formation of a code of inter- 
national law, and the establishment of a Court of Nations, which shall meet 
the end in view, as effectually as existing courts and laws secure the object for 
the attainment of which they were established, will neither be denied nor 
doubted by any mind competent to the comprehension of those general prin- 
ciples on which all law is founded, and by which all judicial action is accom- 
plished. The principle, the adoption of which is now sought, is acknowledged, 
virtually at least, in the formation of the constitution of the United States, in 
the establishment of the United States supreme court, and in the confederation 
of the states of Germany. That which Maximilian I. accomplished for those 
states, and that which the founders of our federal constitution effected for 
these United States, a Congress of Nations, clothed with proper power, may 
bring about for the benefit of every state and every nation that shall have the 
wisdom, policy, and humanity to avail itself of the provision. 

"The expediency of arbitration, in very many cases, has been, and is, fully 
and widely acknowledged. The disposition to resort to it, is manifestly in- 
creasing among the nations, and the awards, in most instances, have been ac- 
knowledged far better for both parties than would have been an appeal to arms 
for the forcible maintenance of their rights. The question which now presents 
itself is, whether the present mode of reference, by the election of an individu- 
al who shall act as umpire, restricted by no positive rules, guided by no cer- 
tain law, influenced by no general system, is as advantageous as would be a 
system of adjudication, founded upon a well-digested code of international ar- 
bitration? It is conceived the question admits of but one answer; and that 
will be promptly in the negative. 

" The Committee think that the time for the proposal of this Congress has 
arrived. They think the movement not unworthy the countenance of our 
national government. They believe their fellow-citizens of all ranks would 
feel a just pride in seeing the Legislature of Massachusetts foremost in pro- 
posing this great and philanthropic scheme. They therefore unanimously 
recommend the adoption of the following resolves: 

"Resolved, That a resort to war, for the purpose of adjusting national disputes, is a 
practice derived from the barbarism of former ages, is incompatible with the true spirit 
of Christianity, and at variance with the present state of civilization, throughout a large 
part of the world, and that, while it is fraught with the most deplorable evils to man- 
kind, moral, political, and physical, it rarely accomplishes the object for which it is 
waged. 

Resolved, That the great importance of the subject renders it the duty of all civilized 
communities, to unite in the adoption of any practicable plan, calculated to effect so 
noble an object, as the abolition of war, and the preservation of peace among the nations 
of the earth. 

Resolved, That the institution of a Congress of Nations, for the purpose of framing a 
code of international law, and establishing a high court of arbitration, for the settlement 
of controversies between nations, is a scheme worthy of the careful attention and con- 
sideration of all enlightened governments. 

1 Resolved, That his excellency the Governor of this Commonwealth, be requested to 
transmit a copy of these resolves, with the accompanying report, to the President of the 
United States, and to the Executive of each of the States, to be communicated to their 
respective Legislatures, inviting their cooperation in the proposed object." 

2. Memoir of Lovejoy. By J. C. & O. Lovejoy. With an Introduction, 
by John Quincy Adams. 1838. 

The day has not come for the community at large to appreciate the charac- 
ter of Lovejoy; but no candid mind can rise from the perusal of the volume 
before us, without a strong impression of his excellence as a man and a Chris- 
tian. His mind was cast in no ordinary mould; and, whatever may be thought 



